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OCTOPUSH

Xarifa stars in action.

IT may not be a main-
stream sport, but octo-
push, or underwater hock-
ey as it is also known, is
certainly causing a tphuh
in Tameside.

Xarifa  Underwater  Hockey
Club's under 16 tcam, based at
Dukinficld Baths, returned from

this summer’s Jumior National
Championships held in
Loughborough as champions — and

are booking 1o build on the ssicess
by taking the spoet and club further
imio people’s thoughts
s & difficult sport 1o get AT0RS 03
people, as i's pot ofien so
Xanda chub socrotary Phil
Bt once the kids
enjoy . I's becos

er 25 specifical

Iy for juniors st weder- 16 and under-11
level. Talks are even taking place o the
Bratish Octopush Association of devel

oping s wnder- 10s bracket,
high numbsers
ki

are realising they moed a varicty 1o just
swimming.” wid Laywrence, aluo the
Spent Develogenent Officer at the BOA
(Brtish Octopush Association)

"As the kids pet older, they very
often find other inlerests. Uncdorwater
hockey is one way of kecpiag kids
involved | swimeoes and fister”

The sport itself is played om the pool
fMoor. Much like the e based game,
underwater hockey bs playod with &
pack amd sicks, but that's where the
samlasity cnds

Undherwater hockey is very r-n\n s

neus, and a kot of mm\--d At | 2kg
the puck is much heavier than in e
bockey, and the sticks a lot smaller
about the sire of spatul

Duving manks. sporkels and wwim
fins are all worn by players 10 wssist
with the underwater swimening, and
mmouth puards are woem as 8 precaution
due 1o the weight of the puck. €
are b pormitied on the

he st
the youmgsters, but it's slways nice
wore poople coming along asd
m interest. You doa't ev
be & great vwimener. ™ said Lawrence.

have

ag formed in 2008, Xarifa has
woen & proat dead of success as & (lodg
ling octopush clab, both as a group asd
individually. The mriumphant revern as
national chasspeons was a catalyst for
two members 1o be called up 1o the
n

nald w
amaly Fhett was the fird 1o be recog
misod and called wp 1o the Under-19
Ladics squad for s International sour
nament in Resses, France. in July
They eventually came second 1o a very
pood Spasish beam - and at 14, Emily
was one of the youngest participants st
the Wonrnasse

Sam Moss was abso in Reases repre
seanling he Under- 19 Mea's team, who
came a disappointing fourth

But despite misving cst on the uguad
for this year's Workl Champeonships in
Slovenia, both will be hoping
recall sooner rather than later

1f you wossdd like 10 go aloag o one
of the training sessions hebd at
De ickd Swim Poal, contact
uwivi beimtermet com<manio:uwheh b
miermet com.

for a

Sessbons are beld every
between 6 Wpm and 7. 30pm.
by Jamie Holt



